A\ SCHOOLS ADVOCATING
FOR FAIR FUNDING

SAFF 2026 LEGISLATIVE PLATFORM

“The quality of a student’s education should not depend on
their zip code.”

State support for school levy equalization programs has almost completely eroded, leaving
inequities throughout our system of public schools. Failure to update these programs is
penalizing students and property taxpayers in low property wealth school districts.
Reforming levy equalization is SAFF’s top priority for Minnesota Legislative action.

Specifically, during the 2026 legislative session, SAFF is advocating to:

Make Education-Related Levies More Transparent and Fair by:
Education Equalization Credits (EEC)

» Converting current state equalization aid programs into a series of targeted property tax
credits, which we refer to as Education Equalization Credits or EECs.

* EECs should better equalize tax rates by property classes across all public-school
districts

* EECs should coincide with inflationary cap relief for the Local Optional

Revenue (LOR) and Long-Term Deferred Maintenance (LTFM) levies

* EECs should be transparent to property taxpayers on their property tax

statements

* EECs should be statutorily structured to maintain state funding support over time

as property valuations naturally increase

Stabilize School Funding to Promote Fairness for Student
Opportunities

« Maintain the Basic Formula Allowance inflationary factor

« Prevent further cuts to Special Education

- Stabilize Compensatory Revenue

« Secure state funding for state mandated labor benefits, including Paid Family Medical
Leave, Earned Safe & Sick Time, and Unemployment Insurance
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